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By GEORGE SHERMAN

Europcan Correspondent of The Slar

there, The lunch was a trap to

‘As he approached, the resiau-

- seeends.

"peiice, was even protected by

TARIS—INe  crime  1sel
began quietly” and in broad

daylight.
It was 12:15 p.m. on Friday
QOct. 29, 1963, on one of thg

busiest street corners in Parig
outside a flashy new ‘drug
store” on Boulevard St Ger
main.

Mehdi Ben Darka, lefll-wing
Moraccan  leader iwice sen
iencad to death in his own
couniry and now a traveling
rovolutionary-in-oxile, had flown
in that morning from Geneya
tle was a trifle carly for hig
junch appointment ai-the peren
aially  fashionable  Brasserid
Lipp next door.

Bui Ben Barka never go

lure him back to Paris, The bait
was a promise of negotiations to
make a film aoout his anti-
colonial activitics in Morocco.

rant through the autumn driz-
7le,  two plainclothes police
‘srapped him, They showed their|
wdentity cards and then fook
Barka off in an offirial
Prageot police . car | waiting
across the streed,
That was all. It took about 49
Ben Barka did not
He trusted the French

-
N

resist.

them. Tle was a personal acd
aquainiance of French Presideny
Charics e Gaulle, But he hag
never  boen scen since  thay
“eidoy moca,

v details of whot hape

5

rnothing  definite on Den
kn'y fale. The supposition in
: is that the DMoroceen
is Geard — the vielira of o
Peial mupder by his polificid
¢nemica, But no one has prod
(s QEPpSe or any posiiive
pene! of murder. The  onlyl
e ceee js hased on stalementis]
of some highly  queslionable

4 next have come to light]

‘bvents and charvacters, Investi-

Approved For Release

3

4 i . . . , =
Fraraciers, Cne ol wncrl La0w governmaont dnd apaidlst a His betrayal by the French

lead backdrop of a public ouicry e ey tal

. .

o e s o T olice inevitably rellects on De
Were i not for Moroccan  President de Gaulle himself Eaulle's e;prc's-:iom of  rond
rraduate  student  Miohammed has furiously climbed down off iy "toward eincrgent national-
f\zemouri, whom Ten DBarka his pedestal. In an outburst at a jop,

wexpeetedly had in tow thaticabinet meeling last week, he is
[elober afternnon in Paris, the reporied to have pounded the
Farect episode might never have table and shouted that unnamed
Jrached the public. Avemouti “smart alces” in his establish-
vitnossed the whole thing. ment were trying Lo make a fool
{ice he recovered fom the of him. He wanted straight
uddenness  of. the  eperalion, gnswers to several blunt ques-
Azemouri © telephened  Een (jons, Who was behind the Ben
’ kidnaping? Why and

But the greatest shocik of all
has been the exposure of a
brotherhood  of  intriligence
services, paridime spics and
old-fashioned nnadlums operat-
ing with little eartyal inside and
outside France. D¢ Gauile has
moved swilliy to smasa tais
underground anavchys Ie aas
replaced Gen. Paul - Jacruier,
head of his chief intellizence
gorvice, the SDRECKSapvice de
Documentation Exterietve et de
Contre-Espionage (roughly the

giivalent of the American
Gy
CIA) ‘

Pompidou Rebuke

He has also implicitly rebuked
his top minister by transferring
civilian contro] over SDECE
from Prime inister

Barka’s brother in Paris, Abdei- Barka
cader. And when Abdcikad®i how were the French police
riscovercd that no efficial erdet jayolved? And why were the
1ad gone out io delain Br deialis of this jnvelvement kept
Bar}(a, ne  raised p‘-lbiic from him?
alarm. , ., . Add to those questions the
Teday, 12 wecks 1niar, (hallond clamor from De Gaulle's
alarm has finally picreed tic gnposition to know why the Ben
pristine facade of President do Rarka scandal was hushed up
Gaulie’s Fifth Republic. France quring the presidential election
has  become  obscssed  Wiih.jn December and you gel a
“L'Aflaive Ben Barka.,” o mcasure of the crisis of confi-
Grade B movie mystery couid dence facing the regime.
have a morc macabre plot— : N
Kidnaping, probably brutal mur- Repercussions
der, the suspected suicide of.
one of the accomplices, an Nor is the crisis confined to
underworld network of thugs, France. Morocco and TFrance|rneimmbers of the SDIECE already
police officials'and secret policn; have just stopped snort  of| ronort that military discipline is
foveign agents promisitg . mil- breaking diplomatic relations;|being imposed. Civilians among
Yon-dranc payoffs, and political-bolh have recalled their ambas-; the 1.500 employes in tie Paris
htrigue in lhe bhdnogi o 3unes _SB(IO]‘S and are exchanging office are beingvpared down and
{ government. “¥halever bap- 195U11§- At Deﬂ Gﬂl.ﬂlC’s demand,| replaced by men with mijlitary
bens, the purity of the “new :x(v}:x‘rg ;;{‘Mh government issued| ranks earned outside Uhe intelli-
e PR s of aviest for Momccanl genee service. :
morality” proclaimed by De jginister of Jnterior Gen. Mo- De Gaulle has ‘also moved to
Gaulle for the last scven years hammed Oufkir and two of his! clip the wings of the sccret
vill never be restored. top secret police aides, chal‘gixlg|police opelfating wnder Ministor
Even the most rcspcchabla they had organized the Ben!of Interior Roger Frey. Even
newspapers and magazines are: Bavka kidnaping, [ the experts are not quite sure
reating the affair like cne of  Xing Hassan II, aware thatihow many different  policel
hose historic scandals - which Qufkir's 13,000 internal sccurityihiex‘arcmcs cover' France. They]
eriodically have, rocked the troops are the pillar. of his have grown up over the centud-
French state over the last 100 throne, has refused to give up!ries, Today De Gaulle hasf
rcars.  Whole'  sections and his minister. In the balanee is; ordered a stop to police prolif
pecial edilions are twnod over the livelikood of 120,000 French-! oration, and a veorganizalion of]
o chronicles and charts of imen still in Morocco and theithe branches and has put an
5160 million aid France gives! official oulside of I'rey's dirced
Morocco annually. s tion in charge of that reorganiz-
The Ben Barka scandal is alsal ine, :
tarnishing the De Gaulle image: Symptomatic of the high}
in that neutralist “third world"} suspicion surreunding the policef
‘he culiivates, Ben Barka was a}is the talk’ about ananymous|
favorite among the radical; “parallel police” and Barboures]
regimes, like Egypt and Al (“bearded oncs’), those unoilid
‘geria, in North Airica. He also| cial pnlice agents who operated)
was one of the organizers of the! in France and Algéria against)

[

‘ Georges
‘Pompidou's offic2 to the minis-
tor  of defense,  Disgruaticd

bating magistrate Louis Zolling-
br, who first regarded his task
s a legal formality, is now
[aking testimony 16 howrs a da.
ith the full cooperation of the

three-conlinent  conference  of: the extromist OAS scerct army.)
revolutionaries from  Asia, In the beginning they killed and
Africa and Latin  Amgerica’ __
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